How to care for your 

English Shepherd puppy.
Congratulations on your new English Shepherd puppy! This letter is for all of our new puppy owners. We will try to give you our advice on how to begin raising your new baby.

This is a breed of dog that with your time, love & attention can become the best dog you will have ever owned. It is very easy to bond with your English Shepherd. The first few days in his/her new home can be a very scary experience for your new baby and they will look to you for comfort. Most puppies take a day or two to become adjusted but it could take as long as a week, so don’t worry if he/she isn’t playing a lot, roaming around and checking out their new surrounding and isn’t eating all the food you give them at every meal. This is all normal during the adjustment period. They will quickly adjust to your routine and by no time at all it will feel like you’ve had this puppy for years! English Shepherds LOVE their family and protect it with their lives. They will give you all of their love and deserves it in return. We have spent all of our time to raise these puppies for you, a big job when you have so many under your feet! We hope that you will start from the very first time you set eyes on your new puppy to carry on with socializing and helping your new puppy to adjust. We have started from the very beginning to give them attention and have handled them a great deal. We spend a lot of time with the puppies and have little chats with them. They love being spoken to! This way they give you full “eye contact” and pay attention to you, the BIG key for when training really gets serious.

Training / ES’s with children/other animals

Training you English Shepherd is very easy! They are a super intelligent breed and at times, will keep you on your toes. ES’s can be sensitive; it doesn’t take much, never be too harsh and always reward them when they do something good. There are the occasional “thick skulled” ES’s that may need further directing but once you have been established “pack leader” they will look to you for direction. They are sensitive to you & your family and will be able to tell the slightest difference in you. If you feel threatened on a walk they will pick up on that in an instant and be right by your side ready for anything that may happen.  They listen to your voice and the tone of it and they do understand when you are angry, upset & happy with them & in general. For example; if you get a promotion at work and come home excited they’ll rejoice in your happiness with you! When/if there is some kind of behavior that you will not tolerate, then hold them at the scruff of their neck and give a good tug with a loud NO! We do this only when they are way out of line. Nipping at children, Etc., if you do have children, please do supervise… children sometimes cannot understand why a puppy can do this and lash out in the wrong way. You must make your children understand the nature of animals and must teach them to be kind. Children and English shepherds get along great when they both have respect for each other! Please do remember that English shepherds are a herding breed no matter how laid back they may seem. ANY herding breed, especially as puppies are going to chase things. If there is a child or another animal running around your yard, odds are that your puppy will think its fun to chase and possibly nip at their heels. To correct this, when a puppy is chasing a child have the child stop moving. Your puppy won’t enjoy this play thing standing still and will move on to something else. Bring a ball or some other toy to play with. Redirect bad behavior into something you approve of. English Shepherds that are not getting enough attention or exercise will display undesirable behaviors much more then a physically & emotionally satisfied one will. The more exercise and attention your dog receives the better behaved they will be. Once your puppy understands what is acceptable and is trained you should be able to let your ES & kids run and play in the yard with out a problem. Our ES’s love to run and play with us but they would never think about play nipping at us!

We recommend puppy kindergarten classes after their first vaccination (which they have already received). Let your puppy play with dog friendly dogs. Expose your puppy to all kinds of situations; the first year is VERY important, especially the first 8 weeks through 4 months, visit noisy and busy areas but DON’T over do it! If your puppy is a little more reserved putting them in very busy and noisy places will just stress your puppy out. You’ll be able to tell what your puppy can handle just by watching their behavior. Most puppies may take a minute or two before moving around a new situation comfortably but if after 10-15 minutes your puppy is still trying to hide underneath you then it’s probably too much for your puppy to handle at the moment. Don’t force the puppy but reassure him/her that they are o.k. They will learn to adapt on their own and as they grow older they will have the confidence to deal with many situations. All dogs need socialization! It does NOT matter how friendly the parents are and how friendly your puppy is. Without proper socialization with people of all genders, age, race, etc. your dog may become aggressive/shy/ etc. English Shepherds are a family dog. They love to be around people but they are still a watch dog and you have to remember that. If someone is creeping around your house in the middle of the night, they will let you know someone is there and will let that person know that as long as they are there, that person is not getting in. With proper training and socialization your English shepherd will alert you when someone is outside but once you o.k. them, then your ES’s has a new person that is supposed to rub and love on them. ( They will learn to adapt on their own and as they grow older they will have the confidence to deal with many situations. Don’t try to teach too much at once. Your English shepherd learns things quickly and learns by watching but can become bored by repetitive commands. Break training into short 15-20 minute sessions. English shepherds are thinkers. If they watch you open a certain door long enough don’t be surprised if they try to open it themselves! If you give them a cookie every night before bed and forget one night, and your ES is missing, try looking where you would usually feed them their bed time snack. They’ll be waiting! Remember reward behavior you want! Anything you think that is cute as a puppy think about if you want your adult English shepherd doing that. 
Feeding

About feeding your puppy, we recommend Purina Pro Plan Performance Formula All Stages Food. We feed the puppies 3-4 times a day; once in the am, once mid afternoon around 3pm, and at least once more about any hour or so before you go to bed so there’s plenty of time to go potty. Start off offering about 1/2 cup. If he/she still acts hungry give them a little more and add to that as they grow. Our adults get between 2-3 cups. You can also add a dab of yogurt, some sliced banana, grated carrots or canned puppy food just to add some taste to the dry food. Watch how your puppy grows. If they seem to be growing to fast maybe you should consider lowering their protein intake, try weighing them every week. Please use the advice of your vet. If you decide to change their diet, change it gradually. If you decide to change the dog food please do so gradually. Just switching completely will give your dog an upset stomach at any age. If your planning on switching at least buy a small bag of Purina Pro Plan Performance Formula to start out and slowly mix in with the brand you wish to have them on. 
Micro-Chipping 

 We would suggest micro-chipping your puppy at an appropriate age. We used to micro-chip all the pups before going to their new homes but have found two things. One; it’s a very big needle for such a small baby and two; we’ve had several micro-chips move on our adults that were done as babies. One even navigated down by an elbow! Talk with your vet but as soon as possible is better then waiting until the dogs a year or two. Probably around 12-16 weeks would be a good age, so right around the time to get a rabies vaccine. 
Toys 

English shepherds can be VERY food & toy motivated! But occasionally there is one that responds best to love & praise. Most toys are fine but if you have to supervise your puppy with its toy, then maybe you shouldn’t buy it. We give fleece rope toys, soft squeaky toys and Kong’s and sometimes stuff the Kong’s with peanut butter and their kibble. Freeze them and it’s nice and cold for teething! Squeaky toys are ok but once again you should supervise with anything that can be eaten and torn apart. If your ES turns out to be the type that shreds squeaky toys then for your dog’s health, I would stay away from them. They could eat some of it and need emergency surgery to remove a stuck piece.  Rope toys are great, balls that are hard and that are big enough not to go down their throats and some ES’s enjoy Frisbee & playing fetch with sticks. Nylabone also has puppy chew toys.
Some English Shepherds do enjoy water, whether they just get their feet wet or aren’t happy unless they get completely soaked! We’ve had several puppies that enjoying standing with their feet in their water dish. Fresh water must be available at all times for drinking as well when your puppy is active, we wouldn’t recommend water during the night though!

Potty Training

This is a big issue and big concern for most new puppy owners. It’s a lot of work and you have to stay on top of it until your puppy is old enough to control their actions. We recommend that you feed your puppy closet to a back door, or even outside. You must be on the ball. Your puppy will want to relieve themselves after drinking, after a meal, after rough play and after waking up… Males are the worst! They tend to want to pee quite frequently. So keep an eye out! We have used news paper with the pups. If you have it close to the back door you can gradually teach them to go outside. They’ll look for the news paper (they can mistake rugs as news paper) when they got to go so it will teach them to start heading to the door when nature calls. If your puppy in sniffing a lot and circling, GET THEM OUTSIDE! This is a pretty sure sign that they’ve got to go and are looking for a good place to do their business. Remember to praise BIG TIME for going potty outside! Don’t reprimand your puppy for going potty in the house if you didn’t catch him/her in the act!!! They will have already forgotten about doing their business and will associate scolding with whatever activity they were doing when you had found their “present” for you and odds are they probably would have been just laying on the floor, sleeping or following you around. 
Crate Training

We definitely believe in crate training! Though you may personally have no plans for your dog to be crated you can never be sure that the occasion won’t arise. Your dog may need to be crated at the groomers, vet’s or even at a friends/pet sitters. Crate training while still a puppy is sooo much easier than crate training an adult. Crate training also can help tremendously with potty training. Puppies usually hate to go potty in their sleeping/living area and will generally “hold it” until you let them out of the crate, just be sure to get them outside ASAP. Crate training takes consistency (like all training) and if consistent can be taught in no time at all. All of our puppies have been crated several times now; either while we were cleaning out their whelping box, while they we getting a bath in our grooming shop or while on the way to the vet’s. While the puppy is screaming in the crate the best thing you can do is to ignore them. As soon as they quite/settle down let them out of the crate with lots of praise and “good dog”, they’ll associate being quite as getting released and played with. If you scold them for yelping in the crate they’ll realize that you’ll give them attention (yes, even if it’s negative) and they will continue to do that because you’ll then pay attention to him/her. Another thing you can try with “thicker skulled” pups is take an old blanket or comforter and throw it over the crate, leave a side open so they will still get plenty of air flow but your basically not letting them see anything that’s going on. Sometimes puppies will cry more if they can see you but can’t be with you. As soon as the crying stops let the baby out and tell them how wonderful they are. Crates are a closed in atmosphere that dogs will associate with caves. They will feel safe and secure while inside. We once had a mother ES that refused to leave her puppies in a whelping box so we put her and her puppies in a modified crate (so the puppies wouldn’t get stuck in the wires) and put a blanket over the top for the first 2 weeks and she was fine! Every single one of our dogs will willing go into a crate without a problem and even if they don’t need to be crated, we will find them laying/sleeping in there with the door wide open. Crates are also a safer option while traveling with your dog, especially while they are still puppies.

Health Information 
Your puppy has had their first vaccination, been wormed twice and has gotten a general health check from our vet, you’ll be informed if you vet finds anything. You will need to make an appointment when your puppy arrives for your vet to examine them and set a schedule for further vaccinations. Please keep their ears clean and nails trimmed. Brushes are rakes, dematting comb, a slicker, and nail trimmers or you could have your vet or groomer do the nail trimming if you are nervous about that. Play with their feet, mouth & ears often to get them used to future grooming procedures. English Shepherds are a breed that can be sensitive to the drug Ivermectin, which is found in most heartworm and flea/tick preventatives. All of our dogs have had the MDR1 test done which shows whether they have the mutant gene which could react to Ivermectin. They have all come back normal/normal which means all of their offspring would be normal/normal as well but we still take precautions. For heartworm preventative we give Interceptor and we use Frontline Plus as a flea/tick preventative.
Any questions about raising your puppy do not hesitate to call or e-mail us. We are here for support for you and your English Shepherd and wish you MANY happy, healthy years with them! Puppies are used to music playing softly. Please continue this as they get use to their new home! While your away at work or running errands is a great time for playing music. As always we love to stay in touch and receive pictures as your puppy grows. We enjoy showing them off on our website! 
Thank you & please give our babies the best!

Carol, Rhyan & Randi Ross

586-752-6937

rross123@comcast.net 

www.stonycreekenglishshepherds.net 

